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This has been such a busy and successful year for the PTSA at Dodgen.  We 
had a few events in May that we would like to mention to close out the year.  
On the evening of May 2nd, we celebrated our 8th Grade students with a Ha-
waiian themed party, “Tropical Paradise.”  Our Committee Chairs Karen 
Tracy and Felicia Caballero worked extremely hard all year with their parent 
volunteers, organizing this fun-filled event.  We think the students truly had a 
night to remember.  Our thanks go out to all the parents who were involved in 
planning this party.  Our Book Fair was held during the week of May 5th – 9th.  
We are very grateful to Kent Shelby, Theresea Tipton and all the parent and 
student volunteers who worked shifts during the day and evening.  Dodgen’s 
Olympic Days were the week of May 12th.  Our parent volunteers once again 
were involved handing out water to hydrate the “athletes” and their support-
ers! 
 
Looking to the future; our Executive Board for next year 2008/2009 was 
elected at the General Meeting on April 17th.  Our officers for next year will 
be: 
 
Co-Presidents – Sue Rogers and Lynne Murphy 
Vice Presidents – Susan Sanders, Jacqui Willey, Kim Fry and Libby Patton 
Treasurer – Kim Smith 
Secretary – Maureen Bramblett 
 
We appreciate all the officers, committee chairs and volunteers who have 
served this past year.  Thanks for your support – we couldn’t have done it 
without you!  This is now your opportunity to sign up to work on a committee 
for next year.  If you are interested, please return the Volunteer Interest Form 
sent home last month or sign up on the website www.dodgenptsa.org on the 
“Volunteer” page.  There is something for everyone!  Also, encourage your 
students to volunteer.  In keeping with our motto, “Learning Today … Lead-
ing Tomorrow” we are looking for student co-chairs for many of our commit-
tees and students to volunteer to work on various programs and events.  We 
would love for you all to be involved.  Please do not hesitate to contact us 
with your interests. 
 
(Continued, page 2) 
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With great anticipation, I look forward to the rapidly ap-
proaching 2008-2009 school year. As I proudly wish our 
rising ninth graders well in their high school experience, I 
enthusiastically welcome our rising sixth grade class. I had 
the privilege of meeting many of our new sixth grade stu-
dents a few days ago at our summer orientation day. I can 
say with confidence that these boys and girls are going to 
make a positive contribution to the successful tradition of 
achievement at Dodgen. Dodgen Middle School staff and 
students are the very best! 
 

On a somewhat less enthusiastic note, have you heard much 
about the Criterion Referenced Competency Test (CRCT)? 
Of course you have. The results that have been reported 
from around the state appear dismal. I believe that most 
educators find it frustrating that so much emphasis is placed 
on a single standardized test. "U.S. students are over-tested 
but under-assessed," charges Douglas Reeves, director of 
the Denver-based Center for Performance Assessment. Be-
lieving this to be the case, I also fear that too often the 
scores from these tests fail to capture the true measure of an 
individual student's learning. Oh well; so much for my soap 
box. I must defer to the wisdom of those who make the de-
cisions that effect the lives of educators and the students 
they teach. So how did Dodgen students fare on these high-
stakes tests? Reading and math are the two subject areas of 
greatest accountability for schools. Our percentage of stu-
dents who meet or exceed standards are as follows: 
 

Reading: 6th/99%; 7th/99%; 8th/99% 
Math: 6th/93%; 7th/96%; 8th/88% 
 

Not bad, huh? My comments from the preceding paragraph 
probably suggested that I was preparing you for the worst? 
Attempting perhaps to justify a poor showing on the CRCT. 
Just trying to make the case for a better system for deter-
mining accountability for students and teachers. Thank 
goodness for the influence of our outstanding teachers and 
staff. Thanks also to the involvement of parents/guardians.  
 

Enjoy your remaining days of summer vacation! 
 

Sincerely, 

����������

����	���	
����� �! 	�	�	�	
(Presidents’ letter, continued) 
 

We already have a date for Panther 
Day, Thursday, August 7th, from 
12:30p.m. – 4:30p.m.  Look for 
details and a pre-order form in this 
edition of the newsletter.  Addi-
tionally, we will be looking for 
many volunteers to work shifts.  If 
you know this is something you 
might be interested in helping 
with, please contact the committee 
chair Karla Schuster at 
karla_schuster@yahoo.com 
 

We hope you are having a great 
summer and truly enjoying each 
other.  Looking forward to seeing 
you all in August, relaxed, re-
freshed and ready for another great 
year at Dodgen! 
 

���������	�
���

���������
PTSA Co-Presidents 

Panther Day Pre-Order 
Forms 

 

Panther Day will be here soon!  Help 
the day to run smoothly for yourself 
and for us by submitting your pre-order 
form by August 1st.   We’ve included 
the form in this newsletter.  Go ahead 
and fill it out, attach a check and mail it 
to the school or bring it by and drop it 
in the big, blue PTSA Forms box just 
inside the front door of the school.  A 
few things to remember:  Please select 
one of our packages.  They include 
everything you and your child will 
need, plus we rely on your tax-
deductible donation in order to run the 
many programs that make Dodgen such 
a special school.  Also, eighth graders 
who are taking a foreign language will 
still need a vocabulary book.  One last 
thing, please keep your pink copy.  It 
serves as your receipt for your tax-
deductible donation.  Thanks, and we 
will see you at Panther Day. 
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THANK YOU to the 8 th Grade Party Committee 
and Parent Volunteers! 

 

The feedback from the students was great -- 248 tickets were 
sold for the Tropical Paradise 8th grade party! The surf was up 
on Friday, May 2 with a lot of dancing, good food (the cotton 
candy was a hit) and plenty of pictures to remember the eve-
ning!  You can view/purchase your pictures by following the 
instructions below: 
 

Log onto the website: www.dotphotopro.com 
Click on Guest, 
Type in photoGenix studios (under find your photographer) 
Click on Dodgen 8th Grade Dance 
Password: sand 
 

A special thank you goes to our very own Catherine Gotte-
maker, an 8th grade parent and professional photographer who 
donated her time and talent that evening (a $600 value) to take 
the students’ pictures.  Catherine’s contact information is below. 
Photography by Catherine Gottemaker, PhotoGenix Studio.  
www.photogenixweb.com 
contact:  catherine@photogenixweb.com     678 523 1156 
 

Parents, Teachers and PTSA – we couldn’t have done it without 
you!  Whether you served on a committee, volunteered your 
time selling tickets, decorating, serving food, taking pictures, or 
cleaning up – you made the evening possible by sharing your 
time and talent!  Thanks for making a difference! 
 

With appreciation, 
Felecia Caballero and Karen Tracy  
8th Grade Party Committee Co-chairs 
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The directors of the Dodgen Middle School Band would like to thank the 400 Dodgen Middle School Band 
students for another great year. The morning ensemble program grew to over 142 volunteer members this 
year, with students arriving at 8:00 AM one morning each week for additional instruction and enrichment. 
The morning ensembles performed at a variety of events throughout the community and earned many SUPE-
RIOR ratings at the GMEA Solo & Ensemble Performance Evaluation. The full concert bands, for both 7th 
and 8th grade, were all awarded the highest rating of SUPERIOR at the annual GMEA State-Standards Per-
formance Evaluation, receiving a PERFECT score of all A's in every evaluation category from every judge! 
Our 6th grade beginning band students (almost HALF of the entire 6th grade class at Dodgen) became ac-
tively involved in our morning ensemble program and the entire 6th grade band presented two awesome con-
certs during this past school year. 
 
Our 8th grade band students presented outstanding performances at a Walton and Pope High School football 
game, and entertained guests at the Eastside Elementary School Fall Festival. The German Band performed 
for thousands at the Alpine Helen, GA, Oktoberfest celebration and performed at the East Cobb Council 
meeting of the Cobb Chamber of Commerce 
 
All new 6th graders planning to attend Dodgen in the fall of 2008 are invited to join the Band and become a 
member of our internationally recognized Band family! 
 
We wish the very best to our many 8th grade band students planning to join their high school band programs 
at Walton, Pope, or one of the many Cobb magnet schools. These students will enjoy the next four years trav-
eling around the country and the world, sharing their musical skills and talents with our global community. 
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DODGEN MIDDLE SCHOOL    2008  -  2009  SUPPLY LIST 

 
 

6TH  GRADE 
1 3-inch 3 ring binder 
1 Loose leaf notebook paper-wide lines 
Post-It Note paper (3x3) 
2 one-subject spiral notebooks 
2 pkgs. 5 tab subject dividers  
3 pocket folders with brands 
1 box #2 pencils (not mechanical)  
Blue and/or black ball point pens 
3 dry erase markers-black 
Highlighters 
1 pkg. colored markers 
Red marking pen 
Pencil pouch 
Protractor 
Ruler, Metric and English  

7th GRADE 
1 3-inch  3 ring binder  
3 ring binder or a few 1 inch binders 
Loose leaf notebook paper 
2 boxes of #2 pencils (not mechanical) 
Several Blue or Black ball point pens 
Several Red or Green ball point pens 
3 pkgs. 5 tab subject dividers 
1 pkg. colored pencils 
2 black/white composition notebooks 
for science 
Highlighters 
White board markers 
1 small white board eraser 
2 large glue sticks 
1 pair of scissors 
1 pack of color markers 

8TH GRADE 
1 pkg. blue or black ball point pens 
1 pkg. green or red ball point pens 
1 box #2 pencils (not mechanical) 
1 pkg. colored pencils 
1 pkg. colored markers 
2 pkgs. graph paper-3 square per 
 square inch  
4 pkgs. 5 tab subject dividers 
4 pkgs. Loose leaf notebook paper 
1 2-inch 3 ring binder 
1 1-inch 3 ring binder 
 3 pkgs of 3x5 index cards—lined 
1 ruler 
4 dry erase markers 
1 black/white composition notebooks 
Book  Covers 
Hand held pencil sharperner 
Pencil erasers 

OTHER DONATIONS FOR CLASSROOM AND CLINIC  
 

6th Grade 
1 box of tissues 

pump hand sanitizer 
5 oz.cups 

7th Grade 
1 box of tissues 

pump hand sanitizer 
bandaids 

8th Grade 
1 box of tissues 

pump hand sanitizer 
AA batteries 
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Dodgen PTSA Reflections Committee 
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On March 25th, Dodgen’s 6th grade social studies 
classes began raising money for Heifer International, 
a charity that gives needy families around the world 
animals that can help them become self sufficient.  
Animals such as goats and cows provide milk that a family can drink, 
make into yogurt or cheese, or sell.  Plus, as families pass on the off-
spring of their gift animal to other families in need, the whole com-
munity benefits. 
 

Having just studied Latin America, many students were concerned 
about the poverty that exists in some of the countries there and 
wanted to help.  When they found out that Heifer International pro-
vides llamas to poor people in Peru and Bolivia, they jumped at the 
opportunity.  “They don’t have as many advantages as we do,” said 
6th grader Lindsay Brame, “and they work hard just to get food and 
water on the table.  I really like helping people out and when I heard 
about the charity, I was really happy that I could help other people.” 
 

Llamas play an important role in the cultural life of many families in 
the highland areas of Peru and Bolivia. Women weave the llamas’ 
fleece into warm clothing to sell or wear, and they also load them up 
with goods for market and trek them across rugged slopes at high 
altitudes.  As they travel, llamas’ padded feet don’t damage the ter-
rain and their selective feeding doesn’t destroy the sparse vegetation. 
 

Our original goal was to raise $150, the cost of one llama.  However, 
after just four days we raised slightly over $600 and can now pur-
chase four llamas.  Way to go Dodgen 6th graders! 
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Thanks to all who participated in our Book Club 
this year.  We have selected Jeremy Fink and 
the Meaning of Life, by Wendy Mass as our 
summer reading book.   We hope to see familiar 
faces as we reconvene early in the coming 
school year.  We encourage anyone who loves 
reading and sharing thoughts about great books 
to join us.  Our meetings are always lively and 
lots of fun!  Completing the selected book is 
never a requirement so there's no excuse not to 
drop in and check it out!  Look for specific de-
tails about our first meeting in the next Dateline, 
e-message and Dodgen TV.  Hope to see you 
there! 
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The Appropriations Committee held its third and final meeting for the 2007-08 school year, on April 21, 2008.  While 
our remaining budget started at $2592, it was determined that an item approved last meeting was no longer needed, so 
the $103 was added to our balance of funds.  This new balance was $2696.  We had 10 requests totaling $4891.  Dur-
ing the meeting, four requests were funded in total, two requests were partially funded, two were denied and two re-
quests were tabled until the first meeting of the 2008-09 school year.   
 

The following requests were approved: 
 

10 Macro invertebrate ID card sets for 7th grade science - requested by Mary Barkley at a cost of $360. 
 

24 Double-sided white boards with coordinating grids - requested by the Math Department, to allow graphing 
practice on a coordinating plane, costing $975.48. 
 

Various laboratory equipment for 8th grade Science - requested by Jeff Miller at a cost of $200. 
 

4 large wipe graphing charts to illustrate new math graphing standards - requested by the Math 7/8 and Math 
8 teachers, costing $341.66. 
 

40 perennial plants requested by the Environmental Committee of the PTSA, for Earth Day plantings on 
Dodgen’s grounds, totaling $200. 
 

Clinic supplies reimbursement totaling $600.71 due to an increase in supply cost associated with a much lar-
ger student population.  The clinic currently has no budget for supplies. 
 

We appropriated $2677.85 at our last meeting, leaving a balance of only $18.62.  The Committee did a great job this 
year, spending the Appropriations budget to maximize the benefits to all Dodgen students and staff. 
 

We decided to have our first meeting earlier next year, which will enable the purchased items to be better utilized.  
Our meetings for 2008-09 year are scheduled to be held in September, November and February.  Thanks to all of the 
Dodgen staff for their requests and their dedication to the students!  We would also like to thank the members of the 
Appropriations Committee for their time and commitment, especially Mr. Snell, Ms. Klodnicki, and Ms. Johnston. 

Panther Day is Thursday August 7th 
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Final Legislative Update 
 
 

VOTER REGISTRATION: 
 
Remember to register!  The primary election for offices will be held July 15, 2008 and voters must 
have registered 30 days in advance. 
 
Places and Ways to register: 
Public Library 
East Cobb Government Service Center on Lower Roswell 
Call (770) 528-2581 and they’ll send you a form 
Contact Karen Hallacy and she can give you a form 
Go to the GA Secretary of State website and print off a form (http://sos.georgia.gov/elections/
voter_registration/voter_reg_app.htm) 
 
 
SPLOST: 
 
SPLOST will be up for renewal.  Dodgen has benefitted greatly from the last two (the 22 room addi-
tion) and will benefit again if this one passes.  While the official list of projects has not been finalized 
and the vote for SPLOST will not be until September, you will start to see information about proposed 
projects.  PTA endorses the education SPLOST and hopes you will become informed about how it will 
positively impact your child. 
 
LEGISLATIVE WRAP-UP:  
 
(Some) Bills that passed that might be of interest to you: 
 
The budget was passed with a 2.5% raise for teachers and a reduction in the Austerity Cuts. Funding 
for education is split between the State and the local school system. Education is funded at the State 
level using a specific formula.  Austerity Cuts is the name given to the amount that the State has under-
funded its portion of funding for education (which local tax payers must then make up). Over the past 
five years it has averaged between $140 million and $160 M per year.  This year that amount was re-
duced to $90 M. 
 
HB 948 reauthorizes a sales-tax holiday from July 31, 2008 to August 3, 2008 during which certain 
school supplies, clothing, footwear, computers, and computer related accessories will be free of sales 
tax. 
 
SB 474 promotes internet safety for the state's children by requiring the Georgia Department of Educa-
tion to develop a model program for educating students regarding online safety which each local board 
may incorporate into its instructional program starting in third grade. 
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July 11-12 GA PTSA Leadership Training 
 
August 4 PTSA Teacher’s Welcome Back Breakfast 
 
August 4 PTSA Executive Board Meeting 
 
August 7 Panther Day (Meet & Greet) 12:30 – 4:30p.m. 
 
August 11 First Day of School 
 
August 15 PTSA Board Meeting - 9:15a.m. 
 
August 15 Dodgen Dateline Deadline 
 
August 26 6th Grade Parent Open House &  
  PTSA General Meeting – 6:30p.m. 
 
August 28 7th & 8th Grade Parent Open House &  
  PTSA General Meeting – 6:30p.m. 
 
September 1 No School – Labor Day 
 
September 1 Dodgen Dateline Deadline�
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