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Can you believe that we are already approaching our first 9 weeks of school?  

Doesnôt time fly when you are having fun!  It was fun to see and meet so many 

of you at our PTSA General Meeting on the evening of Open House.  We are so 

grateful for your attendance as this enables us to let you know what we are doing 

and of course approve our budget for this year; allowing us to go forward and 

implement many of the great programs and events we have planned for our 

Dodgen families.  We also hope you enjoyed meeting all of your studentôs  

teachers and experiencing ñA day in the life of your child.ò 

 

We are thrilled to inform you that all our PTSA Committee Chair and Co-chair 

positions are  filling up fast; however we still have some openings and if you are 

interested in volunteering your services please do not hesitate to contact us. We 

have incredible parent support and involvement at Dodgen and welcome all of 

you to come and join us with your enthusiasm and fresh ideas.  We are quickly 

filling our PTSA Student Co-chair positions and many of you were able to meet 

David Jordan our Student  Representative for the PTSA when he addressed you 

at the General PTSA  Meeting.  Erin Smulevitz is our Student Volunteer  

Coordinator and has  distributed Student Volunteer Interest Forms to all the  

students.  She has received many completed forms with great interest from our 

students to participate in various ways.  Encourage your students to take  

advantage of this opportunity to get involved with Dodgen PTSA. 

 

We have several events happening this month not to be missed.  Our Book Fair 

will be in the Media Center, October 22 ï 26.  That same week is ñRed Ribbonò 

week where we really focus on reminding our students to stay drug, tobacco, and 

alcohol free.  The Book Club will be meeting for the first time this month to  

discuss the new Harry Potter book ï not to be missed!  The deadline for 

ñReflectionsò is November 1st and the theme, ñI can make a difference byé..ò  

should stimulate the creative talents of our wonderful students. 

 

All this and much more are detailed in this edition of Dateline; read on and  

enjoy! 

 

Nancy Van Slooten & Sue Rogers 

Co-Presidents, Dodgen PTSA 

From the PTSA Co-Presidents:  

Learning Today . . . Leading Tomorrow 
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From The Principal . . .  
You have undoubtedly become familiar with hearing about a document called the School  

Improvement Plan (SIP).  Each school in Cobb County utilizes the SIP process to focus on  

areas for specific improvement.  Principals share information included in their schoolôs SIP with 

their ñstakeholdersò each year. 

 

Our student learning priority is to ensure that all students will be proficient readers and writers.  

In order to accomplish this task we believe that it is extremely important to develop collaboration 

among all staff members that will lead to increasing student achievement.  While Dodgen  

students traditionally achieve at above state and national averages, teachers will continue to work 

toward developing the higher level skills that will allow more students to perform in the ñexceeds 

standardsò category. 

 

Teachers have worked intensely with their peers to analyze instructional practices in order to  

integrate a variety of research-based strategies into their daily teaching.  We are fortunate at 

Dodgen to have teachers who are well prepared to address the instructional needs of students in 

all curriculum areas.  They create opportunities to involve students in hands-on, performance-

based activities that incorporate higher-order thinking skills on a regular basis. 

 

Thank you for being such an important part of your childôs education.  The tradition of academic 

excellence achieved by students at Dodgen Middle School is in large part because of our  

involved community of parents. 

 

Sincerely, 

James H. Snell, III 

Principal 

2007-2008 Bell Schedule 
 

School begins at 9:05 each day. 
Homeroom ends at 9:13 

Time Class Ends Period Grade 

10:07 1st All 

11:01 2nd All 

12:00 3rd 6th & 8th 

12:30 3rd 7th 

12:56 4th 6th 

1:24 4th 7th & 8th 

2:22 5th All 

3:16 6th All 

4:12 7th All 

Picking Your Student  

Up Early? 

§ Send a note with your student the morning of the 
early dismissal. The note should include: Student  
name, homeroom teacher, time leaving, reason  

§ leaving, and parent/guardian signature. 
 

§ Have your student bring the note to the front office 
that morning to receive an Early Dismissal Pass 

 

§ Bring a picture ID to the front office and sign your 
student out at the time designated on your note. 

 
If an emergency arises and you must pick your student up  
without having sent in a note, please call the  school as soon as 
possible.  This will allow adequate time to retrieve  your student 
from class. 
 
To minimize the  disruption to classroom instruction time, 
please consider the bell schedule when planning youôre  
appointments. 
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SHOP FOR COOL BOOKS & STUFF 
AT THE DODGEN PTSA BOOK FAIR  

 

October 22 nd -26 th  2007  
 

Come support the Dodgen Media Center by shopping at the Book Fair scheduled for October 22nd-26th.   

Proceeds from the Book Fair will go to our schoolôs media center for much-needed equipment and new books.   
                                 Book Fair Hours:   MondayïThursday from 8:30ï4:30PM 
       Friday from 8:30ï4:00PM.  
 

                                      New Evening Hours: MondayðWednesday  4:30-6:00PM 
       Thursday 6:30-9:00PM 
 

This yearôs Book Fair offers the newest titles for every kind of middle school reader. Plus, there will be many old and new 
favorites to choose from.   

Here are a couple examples: 
 

RULES, by Cynthia Lord  ï A 12yr old girl spends most of her days making up RULES for autistic brother.  She is trying to make sure he does not  
embarrass her in pubic.  She meets Jason, a paraplegic, and she learns eventually finds her inner strength and moves beyond embarrassment.   
2007 NEWBERRY HONOR WINNER   
   
LIFE AS WE KNEW IT, by Susan Pfeffer  ï A Meteor is going to hit the moon and 16 yr old Mirandaôs family & neighbors plan to watch from their lawn 
chairs.  But the impact sets off a chain of horrific meteorological events.   
   
THE WEDDING PLANNERôS DAUGHTER: THE CUPID CHRONICLES, by Coleen Murtagh Paratore ï Willa Havisham is determined to find a way to 
save the only library in Bramble, Cape Cod.  Using her charm, gumption, a little help from her friends, a beauty queen and William Shakespeare, this 
young teen heroine pulls off the ultimate hat trick.  

 

Students will also have the opportunity to win prizes ï look in your scholastic book fair flyers for the winning green dot  
stickers!  So please donôt forget to stop by the media center and stock up on some great books. 
 
WE ALSO NEED PARENT and STUDENT VOLUNTEERS for the Dodgen PTSA Book Fair. Please call or email  
Kent Shelby if you can help, kent.shelby@hp.com    -or-   cell:770-335-2394. 
 

Thanks from your, Book Fair Co-chairpersons:  ThereseaTipton & Kent Shelby      

Dodgen Night at �$�]�R�Q�L�·�V 
 

Monday, October 8th  

5pm - closing  

 

Make plans to visit �$�]�R�Q�L�·�V for the monthly Dodgen 

�´�(�D�W���2�X�W���1�L�J�K�W�µ�������2�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���0�R�Q�G�D�\���R�I���H�D�F�K��
month, from 5pm �² closing, �$�]�R�Q�L�·�V will donate 10% 

of your bill to Dodgen PTSA.  Simply give your re-

�F�H�L�S�W���W�R���W�K�H���F�D�V�K�L�H�U���Z�L�W�K���´�'�R�G�J�H�Q�µ���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���R�Q���W�K�H��
back.  �$�]�R�Q�L�·�V is located at 4719 Lower Roswell Road 

and features a dine -in buffet with pizza, salad,  

veggies, pasta, wings and desserts.   

 

Mark your calendar for future Dodgen Nights at 

�$�]�R�Q�L�·�V: 

 

 November 12   March 10  

 December 10   April 14  

 January 14   May 12  

 February 11  

 

Thanks for supporting �$�]�R�Q�L�·�V and your Dodgen PTSA!  

 
Retail Rewards Committee Co -Chairpersons:  

Boo Gibson & Lisa Meredith  

Seventh Grade Dance  
Thursday , November 8th  

4:15�³ 6:00 pm in the Cafeteria  
$3.00  

 

Enjoy an afternoon of music provided by  
Vibe entertainment.  Socialize and make new  
7th grade friends. Have an afternoon snack.   

You can even dance if you want to!  
 

Purchase tickets before homeroom  
in the 7th Grade common area  
Wednesday 11/7 or Thursday 11/8  
or purchase them at the door  
before the dance.  

 
Please bring money to the dance so you can enjoy smoothies, 

pizza, drinks , and candy!  All monies benefit the PTSA . 
 

Remember there is ONLY one dance per grade this year,  
�V�R���G�R�Q�·�W���P�L�V�V���L�W�� 

 

Dance Committee Co-Chairpersons: Sue Huber & Margie Powell  


