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From the PTSA Co-Presidents:  
As we approach the holiday season and in particular Thanksgiving we feel it is the perfect 
time of year to extend our thanks to all the wonderful parent and student volunteers who 
make our programs and events so successful.  We especially want to thank those of you 
who have stepped in at the last minute to put on several of the Dodgen PTSA programs 
when the committee chairs were not able to serve. A very special thanks to Lara Rodgers 
in particular, who not only organizes and supports all the volunteers in the Front Office on 
a daily basis, but stepped in to edit and produce our Dateline at very short notice and 
even helped us with Red Ribbon Week.  She truly goes above and beyond. We  
appreciate all of you and your time, and do understand that circumstances can sometimes 
prevent volunteers from being able to fulfill their commitments.  As we say, ñIt canôt  
happen without all of us working together,ò so please volunteer and serve as a co-chair of 
a committee,  so the PTSA activities and communications can run smoothly and our  
children can receive all the educational enrichment we have come to expect. 
 
We hope you were able to visit the Book Fair last month and would like to thank Kent 
Shelby, Theresea Tipton, Sue Klodnicki  and all the volunteers for their hard work in 
making it such a success.  The proceeds we received from the Book Fair go to the 
Dodgen Media Center to purchase much needed equipment and new books.  Thank you 
to everyone who supported this. 
 
We had rave reviews from students and teacher chaperones who attended our 6

th
 and 7

th
 

grade dances; many thanks to Margie Powell and Sue Huber for all their efforts and hard 
work in making these parties so much fun.  It is wonderful to think we can put on events 
like these for our students to socialize in a safe environment. 
 
Our Public Relations committee chairs Suzanne Lynch and Stephanie Holden have 
been working extremely hard coming up with great ideas for improvements to our front 
entrance.  Our thanks to both of them for all their time and commitment to really show 
everyone what a great school Dodgen is.  We will inform you when the changes are  
implemented, so that you can come by and see what a difference this will make. 
 
We send our thanks to Tammy Hughes for putting together a great Reflections program, 
where we had more entries in 2007 than in the last 2 years combined!  Look in this edition 
for an article with the winners nameôs who will go on to compete at the county level.  
 Congratulations to everyone who participated in this competition, another example of the 
wealth of talent at Dodgen. 
 
Most importantly we would like to thank all our student volunteers who have the courage 
and commitment to work on our various committees.  Their involvement is crucial to  
fulfilling our objective; Learning today é.leading tomorrow. 
 
At the end of November and into December we look forward to our Chorus, Orchestra and 
Band concerts.  These are truly must see events where you will really get to see the  
talents of our children at Dodgen and the expertise of our teachers.  Family entertainment 
at its best!  We also have our S.M.A.R.T Fair on the last day of school before the winter 
break.  You will find more details about this great program in this issue. 
 
Continued on page 4. 



 DODGEN DATELINE  PAGE 2 

From The Principal . . .  

Campus Traffic Flow 
 

Here are some helpful tips to make carpool safe and successful. 
 

® Remember the parking area is designed for two lanes of one way traffic.  
 

® Stay to the right if picking up or dropping off students  

 allowing those parking or leaving the school the  

  use of the left lane.  
 

® Never  drop a student off before the sidewalk at 

the front entrance.  
 

® Pull forward as far as possible when dropping off 

or picking up a student to allow space for several 

vehicles . 

�$�V���,���V�L�W���K�H�U�H���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�O�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�R�S�L�F���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���P�R�Q�W�K�¶�V���H�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���'�R�G�J�H�Q���'�D�W�H�O�L�Q�H���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���W�K�L�Q�J��
that comes to mind is to take inventory of the things for which I am thankful.  It is, after all, that 
time of year.  First, I am thankful that my list includes items such as a wonderful family, adequate 
food and shelter, and employment at the best middle school in the United States.  Of course I could 
go on for many more pages.  I am blessed indeed.  How about instead, I share some things from 
my list that I am sure you would not have guessed?  
 

�7�K�H���E�D�V�H�E�D�O�O���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���V�F�U�D�Z�O�H�G���R�Q���L�W���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V���³�,���O�R�Y�H���\�R�X���Y�H�U�\���P�X�F�K���´���F�R�P�H�V���W�R���P�L�Q�G�������7�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V��
were written by my son when he was in Kindergarten.  He placed it in a bucket along with all of the 
other baseballs we used for fielding practice.  When I found it I immediately and permanently pulled 
it from the bucket.  It now rests in the ash tray of my vehicle so that I can look at it every day.  I 
�G�R�Q�¶�W���V�P�R�N�H�����V�R���W�K�H���D�V�K���W�U�D�\���P�D�N�H�V���D���S�H�U�I�H�F�W���W�U�R�S�K�\���V�W�D�Q�G�� 
 

And then there is a section of the ceiling upstairs at our home that is missing some plaster.  The 
small damaged area is about the size of two business cards.  It is located about twelve inches from 
the pull-down stairway that leads up to the attic.  You see, when my son grew tall enough he could 
not walk past the cord that hangs from the stairway without reaching up to give it a good swat.  
This in turn caused the knot at the end of the cord to make contact with the ceiling, which caused 
�P�L�Q�R�U���G�D�P�D�J�H���W�R���W�K�H���S�O�D�V�W�H�U�������2�N�D�\�����,���N�Q�R�Z���Z�K�D�W���P�R�V�W���R�I���\�R�X���D�U�H���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J�������:�K�\���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���G�L�G�Q�¶�W��
you just tell him not to do this?  I wonder how the leading child psychologists would weigh in on the 
question; not that it would change my mind.  Truth is it did not occur to me that it would cause 
damage.  Swatting the cord was not an act that was done with intent to destroy property.  Bottom 
line, life is too short to stress about the little things.  Some of you reading this may argue that this is 
not a little thing.  We will just agree to disagree.  
 

�2�K���Z�H�O�O�«�����1�R�Z���W�K�D�W���P�\���V�R�Q���K�D�V���J�R�Q�H���R�I�I���W�R���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���,���D�P���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���W�K�D�Q�N�I�X�O���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���O�L�W�W�O�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V������
The baseball; maybe I can throw it with his kid one day.  The area of missing plaster; I think of him 
every time I walk past.  
 

Sincerely, 
James H. Snell, III 
Principal 


