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Leaders of tomorrow start by learning foday. The PTSA encourages student
involvement whenever it is possible. If you are interested in sharing your
talents with the school newsletter, please contact Suzanne Lynch -
Suzanne.lynch@comcast.net for information.

Dodgen Orchestra Update!
By: Samantha Piper, Ak grade

This year, Dodgen orchestra has been bigger and better than ever!

winter and several other concerts already over, it seems that orchestra would be
taking a break. WRONG! Orchestra is working harder now more than ever. While

With fall,

6" grade is getting ready for their concert, both the 7" and 8" grade groups are preparing and perfecting their

pieces for GMEA (Georgia Music Educators Association) District XI|
7™ grade will be performing their pieces on Tuesday, February 12 a

Wednesday, February 13. This event will take place at the McEachern High School Gymnasium where some of

Large Group Performance Evaluation. The
nd the 8" grade will be going on

the most notable authorities in the field of music education will listen and rate the exhibiting groups. It’s kind

of like the CRCT for orchestra!

Also, the 8™ grade will be traveling in May to Walt Disney World an

Performing Arts Workshops. In their workshop, they’ll be learning about what it takes to be a professional
musician, and how music is recorded for TV and movie purposes. At the end of the workshop, the group will
get to record music for a brief Disney cartoon! And of course, the students will have a day or so to have some

fun in the park. Say “hi” to Mickey for us!

d participating in one of the Disney

Panther Fun Night
By Jordyn Beaty, 7" grade

Panther Fun Night was a night full of games and prizes, music and
comedy, and having fun with friends in all grades. Panther Fun Night was
held on Friday, January 25" at Dodgen from 6:30 to 8:30. This was the
second year that this event has taken place. Panther Fun Night was sold
out with the PTSA selling over 230 tickets! During this night, there was
dinner, music, a comedy act, and a series of contests.

In the cafeteria, there was dinne
goods made by volunteers. There was also music provided by Nick
Rogers during dinner. After dinner a wonderful comedy act, Laughing
Matters, performed for 50 minutes. They picked Mr. Snell and Mr. Veeder,
7" grade math teacher, to help with one act and also chose Sue Rogers,
PTSA Co-President, and Dani Santos, 7" grade student, for another act.

There were three contests held that night. One was called Name That Kid.

In this contest, fifteen faculty baby pictures were shown that the students
tried to match up. Next, was Caption Contest. Students had to write
captions for six different pictures. Lastly, there was Sports and
Entertainment Trivia. There were three questions in each category that

students had to answer. There was a boy and girl winner for each contest.

The prizes were wonderful. There were two $20.00 gift cards to EB
Games, two $20.00 gift cards to Target, and two $10.00 gift coupons to
Merchants Walk Cinema.

As you can see, Panther Fun Night was an awesome event that was so
much fun. It was a great occasion with awesome food and entertainment.
It was a way to hang out with friends in all grades! If you did not get to
attend, |l ook out for it next year

Dodgen Spring Production
By: Jamie Deady, 7th grade

I hope you are excited about the
school play, “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream or... The Night
They Missed the Forest for the
Trees”. This Shakespeare play .
whih bk P e be 1 @
a hit at school. The play will be
performed at Dodgen on March
28 and 29, under the direction of
Ms. Karres-Williams, our new
drama teacher.
Tickets will go on
sale in mid-
March. Look for
more details
as it comes
closer. For
now we wish
all actors/
actresses
brexloalegton 6t want to mi!s s
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Chorus Update
I By Jordyn Beaty, 7" grade

i Chorus with Mr. Whittington and
* Mr. Donn is exciting. As Mr. Whitt /
i says, fAthe Dodgen
e of students which prides itself on
teamwork, perseverance, focus, self-
i discipline, concentration, personal
growt h, and musi c
iAIso, as we al |l k
famous saying is,
i Chorus but there
e agreat group who come together to
i really have fun, but to try new things.
i |tis a great way for the students to
challenge themselves.

e Right now, Chorus classes are
preparing for Festival in March. This

i is a competition where they will sing

selected songs, sight read, and compete with other schools. Our Chorus is very excited and is practicing very

i hard. They are sight reading, which is reading music notes, and singing some songs that Mr. Whitt and

Mr. Donn selected. We all know they will do very well and wish them the best of luck representing Dodgen

i Middle School.

Recently, the 7" grade Chorus went to The Avenues for a holiday field trip. They went on December 13 and
i 14 from 10:15 to 1:15. There, the kids sang carols in groups that they had been practicing in for many

* weeks. Also, the 8" grade Chorus went on an exciting trip to the Capitol with Orchestra. They sang on

i December 17" after many anxious weeks of practicing.

® Chorus is an amazing class full of eager students who really love to sing and learn more. Mr. Whitt has done
i an extraordinary job over the past years and now with Mr. Donn, they both can teach the students so much
e and really help the students in so many ways. All of us Chorus students want to thank Mr. Whitt and

i Mr. Donn for all of their hard work. Chorus would not be the same without those two men. Chorus is so
amazing now, and it can only get better.

By: Sarah Ahmed, 6™ grade

j This is your time to express your true hero! I hope everyone entered in the heroes
essay contest. This year 6s t heme |
I Policeman, Neighbor, and even your Teacher! The deadline is February 15™ 2008.

i The winning essays from Dodgen will be sent to the regional unit for further

+ judging. The reception for the regional winners will be held at Dodgen on

j March 25. Check the Dateline next month for a list of winners. So hope you

entered and good luck!
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