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aweaton | From the PTSA Co-Presidents:
Learning Today . . . Leading Tomorrow
The school year is passing by very quickly and so this month we thought it would be a
great opportunity to let you know of the major events and programs PTSA funds go
towards to benefit and enhance the education of our children. In December, we had
Kroger @ Shallowford, SMART Fair, a fun-filled day of activities on the last day before winter break that brought
Dawn Hawkins new experiences to the students through very diverse activities. Look in this edition for a
report and amazing pictures of the students on this day. Our thanks go out to Katharine
Williams , Marie Canning and all our parent volunteers who worked very hard to put this
together.
The Appropriations Committee, chaired by Jean Brosius and Terri Stanley , works
throughout the year assessing requests from faculty and PTSA to provide funds for items
not included in the school or PTSA budgets; providing our students with materials and
learning opportunities which may otherwise not be available. Kendra Goerke is the
b R O e committee chair for our Exceptional Children Committee, working with our feeder schools
Johnston & Deoris Orthodontics to provide outstanding programming for parents and faculty. This series of lectures
provides insight on alternative learning needs and strategies, also providing faculty
members with PLUs. (Professional Learning Units.) We also fund Student Recognition,
providing t-shirts for students who achieve academically. A list of Honor Roll and
Principal 6s Honor Roll c an b eKinfVoSmithd and Janet
Sovitch for leading this committee.
The UPS Store @
Merchants Festival, Student nights we fund at Dodgen, providing a safe, fun environment for our students to
David Goodwill socialize, gain independence and for par
Fun Night and our 8" Grade Party. Our thanks go out to Sally Goldberg , Becky Lawson
Nationa| and all the parent volunteers who worked hard to make Panther Fun Night such a huge
® success. An article about the 8" Grade Party is on page 9. Thanks to Karen Tracy and
P n Felecia Caballero for all their work in planning to make this a great finale evening for our
7 8" Grade students.
everychild.onevoice. These are just a few of the ways PTSA funds work for your children, and once again we
. . thank all our volunteers for their time and efforts. Their contributions are what make
Inside This Issue Dodgen PTSA an award winning PTSA. You can view many of these awards and student
Principal ¢ 2 | eworkipthe frontentrance, see the article on page 4. We have really worked hard this
year to raise the profile of Dodgen and let our parents see how successful our school is
School Production 5 through our awards. This is another area where our funds have worked to benefit
Dodgen.
Programs & Events 8
We encourage our parents and students to get involved with the PTSA at Dodgen to
8th Grade Party 9 continue this work. Please join us on February 26"f or fiGet t he Scoop
SMART Fair 10 || details on page 8. This is an opportunity for parents, students and the community to really
get an insight into what goes on at Dodgen.
Dodgen News 12
Look forward to seeing you all soon.
Honor Roll 14
; Sue Rogers & Nancy Van Slooten
Community 18 PTSA Co-Presidents
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From The Principal . . .

Dear Parents,

Your child will be taking the Criterion Referenced Competency Tests in the spring of 2008 in the areas of reading, lan-
guage arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. These tests will be based on the curriculum (Georgia Performance
Standards or Quality Core Curriculum) your child is being taught at school each day. It is important for your child to at-
tend school each day and complete assignments to learn the required curriculum. All students in grade eight must pass
both the reading and math portions of the test to advance to high school.

The teachers at our school are working very hard to be sure students are taught all the standards and are constantly
assessing them so they will be ready for the spring tests. Each middle school in Cobb County offers parent conferences
to discuss the progress of your child and to provide suggestions about ways to help your child at home.

The Georgia State Department of Education has developed an online assessment system containing practice tests your
child can take at home if he/she has access to the internet. There is no charge for the assessments and you can monitor

your <childdéds progress easily. The practice tests are base

test items are presented in the same format that students will see on the actual test. Students may take the student tests
as many times as they wish, whenever they wish. Student test results do not affect a student's grade. In fact, student test
results are not automatically recorded, although a student may choose to save a result and/or send a result to his or her
teacher.

The Online Assessment System requires Internet Explorer 5.5 - 7.0 or Firefox 1.0 - 2.0 to run. For further information
about PC system requirements and browser requirements, go to www.georgiaoas.org, click on Support, scroll down to

frequently asked questions, click on topic AOAS Not Funct

tioning properlyo and click on AOAS System Requirement
your browser is hot compatible with the Online Assessment System. If you receive an error message from your browser,
you will need to convert to a browser that is supported by the Online Assessment System for the program to work prop-
erly.

From the Dodgen Website: http://www.cobbk12.org/~dodgen/.  Click on =

to get to the Media Center home page. Scroll to the bottom to choose o =/ Media Center
YﬁStudent/Parent Resourceso and ~ | eldmePagg he OAS | i

GEQRG-“- Click on OAS and start at #2 below.

EDUCATION

Beginning September 24, your child can access practice tests in the following way:

1. Goto http://www.georgiaoas.org

2. Login with the studentoés Georgia Test identification
teacher. The number is ten digits long and there are no spaces in the number.

3. The password is education.

4. The Student Welcome Page will appear and your child can click View Student Tests .

5. Choose the subject area from the list of available subjects.
6
7

Select the test from the list.

Click the Take the Test button. The test will begin.

. Once the test has been completed, click the Grade My Test button at the bottom of the page; a pop-up window will
display. Click OK.

9. The results of the studentés test will display. You

10. Click on Return Home if finished or click on a test option button if you want to take another test.
Click the Logout button when you are finished working in the online assessment system.

m -

We hope this resource wild.l be hel pful to you throughou
gress, contact his/her teacher.

Sincerely,
Jim Snell
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Dodgen Earns Advanced Placement Certified Schools Honors

Dodgen Middle School is one of the District's 15 high schools, as well as 10 middle schools
that met the required criteria for inclusion in the Advanced Placement Certified Schools
(APCS) program.

The APCS program began in 2004 as a means of making challenging honors and AP classes
accessible to more students and support high achievement in their course work. The 2008
awards are as follows:

Demonstration Level: Harrison, Kennesaw Mountain, Lassiter, Osborne, Pope, Sprayberry,
Walton, Wheeler

Certified Level: Campbell, Kell, North Cobb

Affiliate Level: Hillgrove, McEachern, Pebblebrook, South Cobb

Middle School Affiliates:

Several middle schools have met the criteria required to be APCS Affiliates. Each school is working with its feeder high
schools to prepare students for the challenge provided by honors and AP courses: Awtrey, Campbell, Daniell, Dickerson,
Dodgen, Hightower Trail, Lindley, Lovinggood, Palmer, Simpson

We are very sad to inform you of the pa
month. Joel Benjamin Newcomer, age 20, passed away January 11, 2008 following

a long and courageous battle with leukemia. A memorial service was held on

January 14" and was attended by many members of the Faculty, Administration,
Dodgen students and their families. Joel was remembered for his courage and

strong spirit of life, especially his tireless support of other cancer victims at the

Winship Cancer Center at Emory. Our thoughts and prayers are with Mrs.

Newcomer (6™ Grade LA) and her family during this very difficult time.

In honor of Joel we would like to share with you ways you can make a difference
in the fight against leukemia. If you would like to donate platelets or blood, you
can find information at www.givelife.org. Additionally, you can register to be a
stem cell donor at www.marrow.org, or you can support research to cure AML

Leukemia at www.LLS.org .
NATIONAL MARROW DONOR PROGRAM®

The Levkemia &
Lymphoma Society*

5
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TOGETHERWE PREPARE | + Red Crose
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CAPITOL WATCH

The Georgia legislative session started January 14, 2008. Water crisis, tax reform (that will
directly effect education funding), PeachCare funding, education requirements and

budgets, charter schools, parent protection to attend school conferences and more all

promise to be addressed during the 40 days that the legislators meet. Do you know

what theydre doing and what theyodre talking

Georgia PTA posts daily updates on  Capitol Watch , a legislative tracking system located
on the Georgia PTA website at http://www.georgiapta.org. Capitol

Watch provides tracking and evaluation of Georgia legislation, Georaia
budget proposals, bills, and state department of education agendas an

that affect children and education. Explore this new tool to find out
what 6s going on. everychild. onevoice.

Other important features of  Capitol Watch include :

1 News 0 Regular reports and news from State School Board, House, Senate and Com-
mittee meetings

1 Legislation o Timely information on bills posted, numbered and tracking status

1 Officials & Contact information for all legislators at the State and Federal levels

1 Online Library & Direct linking to various sites for reference and research

1 Grassroots @ Create your personal profile and become a more informed advocate for
children

National PTA 0 Direct hotlink to our National PTA and federal legislative issues

Contact Karen Hallacy, Legislative chair for any questions you may have.

The | egislative session has begunj|

a

Front Entrance Update

The PTSA public relations committee has been working on plans to enhance the front entrance. Our goal is to
welcome visitors and to highlight school and student achievements. Recently, two new trophy cases were

purchased and placed in the front hall. The cases will display recent trophies and awards from a variety of

programs and clubs at Dodgen. If you have a Dodgen-related trophy or award and would like it to be displayed, please
contact one of the public relation chairs at publicrelations@dodgenptsa.org. We will try to accom-
modate them as we rotate awards.

With the help of our art teacher, Ms. Russo, student artwork will be framed and displayed in the
front entrance. We also plan to display plagues with the names of Dodgen principals, teachers of
the year and PTSA presidents, along with recent PTSA awards.

In the office, there is now a blue scrapbook containing PTSA awards. When you have a few min-
utes in the office, please take a look through it. Dodgen has an award winning PTSA! Just outside
the office doors, there will be a new mat with the Dodgen logo.

We hope our new entry will show off our school pride to all who visit Dodgen!

Suzanne Lynch & Stephanie Holden, PTSA Public Relations co-chairs

bo
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The Dodgen Players Present

A Mi

The Night They Missed the Forest for the Trees

dsummer

Or

Show Dates: March 28 and 29, 2008

March 28 t and 29 t Dodgen will present its annual, not

-to -be missed, Spring Production.

Maria Karres -Williams will make her directing debut as she presents 28 talented Dodgen

students in a humorousand mixed -up modern adaptation of one
most-l oved plays, A Midsummer Nightos Dr eam.

Not to be mistaken with traditional Shakespeare, A Midsummer Night3os
Night They Missed the Forest for the Trees, is a rollicking adaptation in which teens,

fairies, workers and royalty collide in a forest on a summer night and are bedazzled by

a prankster. Not to give away too much of the plot, you will need to mark your

calendars and save the date for this yearos

Tickets will go on sale in mid March.

Cast List;

Chiara Abbruzzese & Helena
Kagan Andrew 0 Fairy
Tatum Barbaree & Anna/Egeus
Becca Beldner -- Fairy
Rayna Burdette & Snug
Jennifer Cinquemani -- Fairy
Lane Crawford -- Fairy
Krissy Dennard -- Fairy
Gourav Divan 0 Flute
Emily Driskell -- Fairy
Katherine Fabbrini & Mustardseed
Meredith Freeman 0 Starveling
Bonnie Gerchicoff -- Fairy
Hayden Goldberg & Lysander

Stage Manager:
Assistant Director:

Lily Jacoby o Hermia
Charlie Kline 6 Demetrius
Katie Lipsiner d Cobweb

Ben Lutz 0 Puck
Carahna Magwood 0 Titania
Emily Maloney o Peaseblossom
Dana Muelchi ¢ Jessie/Theseus
Madeline Robertson -- Fairy
Brett Thompson -- Fairy
Lukas Valderrama & Oberon
Joey Weiss 0 Peter Quince
Darby Weyland & Kaytlin/Hippolyta
Julia Whitten & Snout
Alex Williams 9 Nick Bottom

MacKenzie Truitt
Ms. Ashley Cochran

D
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Going Green is Great!
The environmental club invites you to
come and learn more about recycling
and protecting the environment.

Our next meeting will be
February 27 ™ at 8:15 in
Ms. Barkleyds . Sci

This time of year it is difficult for the
birds to find food so we plan to make
birdfeeders for our feathered friends.

Our last meeting, January 23, we made posters to promote
recycling and announce that Dodgen was chosen for a pilot
program in recycling our Styrofoam lunch trays. Currently
these Styrofoam trays are disposed of with 28 bags of lunch
trash daily. To recycle these trays will greatly reduce the
amount of trash dumped into our landfills. Earth day is April
22 and we plan to work on cleaning up the pond and planting
native drought resistant plants. Future Club meeting dates to
remember: March 26, April 23, and May 21. White paper
recycling continues with the next pick-up date scheduled for
Wednesday, February 6. Thank you to all students and
teachers for gathering all the paper! Also thank you to
Susan Sanders for having debris removed from the front of
the school.

The Awareness Club will meet at 8:15 in room 435
on the following dates:

**We are collecting travel size toiletries. We hope to
put a collection barrel near the front office to make it
easy for you to donate.

Fri., Feb. 8 Breakfast Buddies-Members will have a
Valentine breakfast party with our special friends in Mrs.
Kemper and Mrs. Brezel's classes.

Fri., Feb. 15 - Members will make (cut and tie) blankets
for kids at Open Gate

Fri., March 7 Breakfast Buddies-Egg hunt and break-
fast with Mrs. Kemper and Mrs. Brezel's classes.

Fri., March 14- Club meeting: Members will sort all the
toiletries we collect.

All are welcome to join us as we help make
metro Atlanta a better place for the less
fortunate

Science Rocks!

$TACAT 60 3AEAT AA
26th to compete against 32 other schools in preparation for the regional
competition later this month. Students competed in events such as

Robo-Cross, Mystery Architecture, Anatomy, and Science of Crimebusters|

/I TUl PEAA OAAI 0OQ

The regional competition will be February 23rd at Georgia State University.

Good luck to our Science Olympiad Team.

New Student/Parent Resources on Dodgen Web Site

Please check out the new media center web site at Dodgen. Hopefully you will find it
user - friendly and accessible for your most frequent searches.

la. Click on http://mww.cobbk12.org/~dodgen/media_center/Website/index.html to get

there directly. OR

1b. You may go to the Dodgen Web Site at
http://www.cobbk12.org/~dodgen/ and click on the

)

icon to get >

2. Scroll to the bottom of the page to find the link to the Student/Parent

Resources page.

3. Check out all the resources available!

4. Bookmark it, add it to your favorites, put it in Delicious.

Use it!l!

AO
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Single Parent Connection, Inc. presents a EREE workshop on
"Mothers Raising Sons " from Boys to Men!

Saturday , February 16 "
9:30am to 12:30pm

The Mansour Center
995 Roswell Street, Marietta, GA 30060.

This event is open to ALL Parents: Mothers, Fathers,
Grandparents, Married or Single!

AND yes you can bring your Kids ages 5 -12, forthe i F u n  F a,cdmplete/with education
fun and games!

Cost is FREE, but
PRE-REGISTRATION is required!
To Register, just call 770-794-0398
orvisit WWW.SingleParentConnection.net

for more information.

This event is sponsored by the United Way in Cobb County!

Georgia
Peachtord pﬁ
HOSPITAL
Bringing Life Into Balance everychild. onevoice.

Peachford Hospital & Georgia PTA

... Active Parenting encourages Family Connections

2007 -2008 Free Series
Each program will feature valuable parenting tips, discussions and Q & A

February 20, 2008 "When Dieting Crosses the Line"

10:00am - 11:30am Learn about eating disorders & associated addictions, anxiety & depression
March 26, 2008 "The Price of Technology on Youth"

7:00pm - 8:30pm Learn about cyber -bullying, internet safety tips, cellular phone use and texting

For more information contact Pat Giuliani, Georgia PTA Youth Services Chairperson at
Pat.Giuliani@parentcorps.org or Margot Houser, Account Manager, Peachford Hospital at 770 -986-1821 or
mhouser@houserwalker.com.

DIRECTIONS:

From Marietta, Roswell, |  -75, GA 400, 285 East

Take | -285 East to Exit 30, Chamblee Dunwoody/Shallowford Road/N. Peachtree Road, go straight through the
first light, turn left at the next light onto Shallowford Rd, turn right at the second light onto Peachford Road,
Peachford Hospital is %2 mile on the left. The conference center is the first building on the right.
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iGet the Scoop on Dod¢

Tuesday, February 26 at 7:00 p.m.

A fun-filled evening coming in February, to highlight the clubs and
music department of our school and showcasing the incredible
talents of our students!

Students and families will enjoy an hour presentation with
a short PTSA meeting.
An ice cream social will follow immediately!

Many volunteers are needed! If you would love to help, please call or email Theresea Tipton,
Home 770-971-2685, Cell 404-966-79770r email T_tipton@comcast.net

A special job will be reserved fo t he

Calling all Dads! we need your help! Bring your ice cream scoop and help
scoop ice cream at our "Get the Scoop on Dodgen Night"

] €

Join Your Friends For

MIDDLE SCHOOL NIGHT

Saturday, March 22nd
8-11 PM

Join the Dodgen
CHESS TEAM!

Want to improve your game

and be part of an active
team competing for State &
National Championships?

Have fun, play Chess and learn

more! We meet Fridays at 8:15
in the Dodgen Media Center.

Additional Players Needed!
Next Team Tournament:
March 8th, 2008

Coordinator / Parent Volunteer:

Craig Thompson
cell 404.783.1417

7~ N\

dodgen

CHESS
TEAM

N

craigkthompson@gmail.com

NE Cobb YMCA on Johnson Ferry

Coed Arena Flag Football Fun!
Enjoy pizza, drinks and music while hanging -out
with your fellow middle schoolers.

Program members are $5
Guests are $10
Facility Members are Free

For more information contact:

Nancy Carter or

Lisa DdArienz
678-569-9632 -
arenasports@ymcacobb.org

; W Frinilel stvong iy,

shrong families,
& SLPORG COMRN NS

** This is a non school sponsored event **
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8th Grade Party 0o Reserve Your Ticket!
Party Theme: Tropical Paradise (Surfs Up In High School)

Mark Your Calendars: May 2, 2008 (7 - 10 PM) at Dodgen Middle School

When planning for this event, please keep in mind the following guidelines:
J This event is an eighth grade party not a prom/formal

J Cobb County Schools and Dodgen dress code applies (refer to the agenda).  No formals or
tuxedos. No thin strapped or strapless dresses.

J Both students and parents are responsible to see that - the students dress
appropriately. The dress code will be enforced the same as during school hours.
Students will not be permitted in the party dressed inappropriately

J Students should not leave school early to prepare for ~ the party. -Early dismissal for party
preparation is not an excused absence. Students who do not attend school that  day cannot
attend the party.

J Families do not' need to make large expenditures for  preparation, hairstyling, nails, clothing,
transportation, or  photos.

Please note: No tickets will be sold at the door the night of the event
Tickets are $15

You can reserve your ticket on the following days:
Feb 26th at Get The Scoop On Dodgen Night!
March 17 - 21;(8:30 AM -9:15AM) - 8" Grade Pod
March 24 - 28;(8:30AM -9:15AM) - 8" Grade Pod

- Or -

You may complete the below form and submit it with $15 cash or check. Enclose the completed form, along
with your cash or check in an envelope. Place the envelope in the white PTSA box outside of the front office.
(Tickets will be distributed to students prior to May 2.) You can also print a copy of the order form from the
Dodgen PTSA website and follow the same procedure.

— — — — — = 0/ Detach & Submit with payrfente— — — — — —

Dodgen Eighth Grade Party - Ticket Reservation for May 2, 2008

Student Name;: Homeroom Teacher:

Parent 6s emai l addr ess:

Method of Payment enclosed:

~

A  $15cash

or

~

A Check# (please make checks payable to Dodgen PTSA)
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SMART FAR @

Wildlife & Nature

Thanks to all who made the SMART Fair such a huge success this
year! We had 45 presenters involved in 34 presentations! And it
was remarkable that 370f the 45 presenters were volunteers!!
Special thanks to the members of the low brass ensemble who
performed in the hall as the presenters arrived and to our student

escorts who assisted the presenters in getting settled with all their
Astuffo into their respective
who functioned as floaters and to other moms who provided lunch
for the presenters. It was a stimulating and high energy -filled day i
a great way to end the semester and welcome the holidays!

Anthropology

Life of A Common Soldier

ms



