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From the PTSA Co-Presidents:

During this busy holiday season, we thought this would be a good opportunity to

remind you all of the ways we communicate and get useful information to our

Dodgen families, to inform you of what is happening at Dodgen Middle School and
hopefully make your lives easier. December 1 st saw the launch of our new &
improved website. Many thanks to our Webmaster, Melissa Bauer and her hard
working team who have really made a difference and improved this form of
communication. Hopefully you have all taken the time to visit at

www.dodgenptsa.org t o find out what is happening
please do; there is a wealth of information. We are very interested to hear your

views and comments.

Our E-messages are utilized to give you updated information, reminders and timely
information; our thanks to  Kate Maloney for providing this service for us and at times
with very short notice. We are very grateful for the job Karen Dripps does in
updating the outdoor community sign with the latest events at Dodgen, come rain

or shine!

Hopefully, by now you have all received your Dodgen directories. We appreciate

the hard work of Nancy Lopez and Kim V Smith with the production of these. Extra
copies can still be purchased in the School Store. We would like to thank Joyce
Mueller who worked through this past summer with the production of the school
calendar, a very useful form of communication, and Kristine Davis who keeps us up
to date with what is happening at Pope.

Last but definetly not least, Lara Rodgers and Edie Kitchings , who publish and
distribute our monthly newsletter where we are able to inform you of PTSA, school,
county and community news through one source on a monthly basis. Please feel

free to contribute to our newsletter; we are always looking for interesting and
informative articles that are relevant to Dodgen and our students. The deadline

dates are published in the school calendar. We truly applaud the many student
volunteers who write articles for our newsletter and really show they are the leaders
Suzanne Lynch for coordinating our Student Reporters &
Advertisers.

So we say to you as one year ends and another begins, communicate with each
other, your friends, families, co -workers and most importantly your children.
Appreciate them, nurture them and most of all have fun this winter break.

Happy Holidays!

Sue Rogers & Nancy Van Slooten
Dodgen PTSA Co -Presidents
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From The Principal . . .

I enjoy a challenge. Submitting monthly entries for the Dodgen Dateline, for example, has the
potential to become an exercise of torment. The occasional dilemma rests not with a concern over
a scarcity of topics; quite the contrary. Students, teachers, staff, and parents who make up the
Dodgen community and create the best possible learning environment provide for me many
opportunities for inspiration. The occasional challenge comes when | choose to write about
potentially boring topics such as | have for this column.

When | say School Improvement Plan (SIP), do you lean forward and wonder with great anticipation

and unbridled excitement, scarcely able to wait t
you have the urge to cease reading my article and move on to the next interesting entry in the

Dateline? Keep reading. | offer no guarantee of excitement, but | think you will at least learn

something of which you were not aware.

Dodgends SIP consists of two major goal s. Qur st
be proficient readers and writers. The school performance goal stresses the importance of
developing collaboration among all staff members that will lead to increasing student achievement in

al l di sciplines, with an emphasis on |iteracy. A

limited space allowed, | would like to focus on the section referred to as the School Profile.

Very few, if any, middle schools in the state have experienced such drastic changes as those that

have occurred at Dodgen over the past several years. Our profile in the year 2002 -2003 included an
enroliment of 838 students with 2.98% patrticipating in the free/reduced lunch program. Of those

students, 92% met or exceeded standards in English/Language Arts (ELA) on the Criterion

Referenced Competency Test (CRCT), while 95% met or exceeded standards in math. Fast forward to

the 2006 -2007 school year and you will find a net growth of just under 250 students for an official

count of 1079. Free/reduced lunch program participation increased sharply to 9.17%. Figures show

that 97% and 93% of all students met or exceeded standards on the CRCT in ELA and math

respectively. The 2007 -2008 school year finds us with an enroliment of 1142. The CRCT is adminis-
tered in the spring each year, so there are no results to report for our current

students. If the lowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS), which was administered to 8 " grade students earlier
this year, is any indication, our students and teachers continue to impress. The composite score for

our 8 " graders ranked inthe 77 ™ percentile. This was up three points from last year. | am also
proud to note that while the overall county score
the same margin.

There are two primary reasons for the changes in our student population. Beginning with the 2004 -
2005 school year, and ending last year, students from five middle schools not making Adequate

Yearly Progress (AYP) were allowed to transfer to Dodgen. We have welcomed a little more than 200
students over the course of three years as a result of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation. We
welcomed an additional number of students as a result of the redistricting effort with a neighboring

middle school.

As you absorb the statistics shared in the paragraphs above, | hope that you can appreciate their
significance. | am very proud to note that such a change in our enrollment over the past few years
has been met with a consistent, stable, and nurturing learning environment. Students continue to
receive a rigorous instructional program from teachers and staff determined to help them achieve.
| find myself welcoming in the new year counting yet another blessing as | work beside these
dedicated professionals.

Sincerely,
James H. Snell, 1l
Principal
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8th Grade Students
High School Registration

Pope HS Walton HS
Students receive
registrations with February 25 March 19
teacher course
recommendations
. February 25 March 24
Parent meeting at HS 7 PM 7 PM
Meetings with HS April 1
counselor @ Dodgen February 27 . P .
: 8:30-11:30
by appointment
De‘?‘d"”‘? for March 5 April 2
registration return
. May 20
iﬁggﬂigeee“’e HS 7- 8:30 PM N/A
at Pope HS

TESTING

January 16th
GA Writing Assessment - 8th Grade
Practice Assessment - 6th & 7th Grades

April 23 - May 2
CRCT - All Grades

Please make every
effort to have your
student in attendance
on these days. Mark
your calendars now to
avoid any conflicts.

Career Planning

From your counselors and PTA

Here are two wonderful resources for career planning which are available to Dodgen students and parents:

WWW.careercruising.com

username: Dodgen password: panthers

This website allows students to explore careers, take an interest inventory, research schools,
create a career portfolio and write resumes. Students should create their portfolio by using
their first and last names as a username and their student number as a password. Since this
site is internet based students may access it at home or at school.

www.pta.org  PTA Goes to Work

Click on the PTA Goes to work icon and you will see parent guides and student guides which
may be downloaded.

These are two powerful tools for students to begin planning their futures!

All medication
brought to school
must be In the
® original container
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You Could Be a Senate Page for a Day

Have you ever wondered what itdés I|ike to b

Capitol making laws? Bills are debated, lobbyists try to get you to vote their

way, citizens come to talk to you. Now imagine yourself, a middle school stu-

dent, in that mix. House and Senate Pages bring messages to legislators during

the session and are the only ones allowed in the chambers with the legislators.
“ You could be one for a day!

Dodgen PTSA is sponsoring a contest to determine who gets to be a Senate or

House Page for a Day. Write a brief essay about you think legislators really do
and turn it in to the PTA mailbox outside the front office by Jan 30. You could end up spending a day at
the Capitol, carrying messages to legislators and having lunch with your own representative! You could
be there when new laws are passed. (Pages must be at least 12 years old to participate.)

Questions? Contact Karen Hallacy, Legislative Chair, 770 -643 -0607.

Register to Vote

Are you new to East Cobb or to the State of Georgia? Do you have a son or
daughter who just turned 18 (or is
to vote. The deadline to register to be able to vote in the Presidential
Primary is January 7". You can register at any Cobb County library or at
the East Cobb Government Center at 4400 Lower Roswell Rd. You can also
get a blank application form from Karen Hallacy, PTSA Legislative Chair,
that you can fill out and send in.

Register today ! Absentee voting starts Dec. 21, 2007. Advanced voting is
Jan. 28-Feb. 1.

VOTE

Let your voice be heard. Be an advocate for your child and for yourself.

PTA Day at the Capitol

Mark your calendar and plan to attend PTA Day at the Capitol on February 13, 2008 . You'll be briefed on the hot

issues affecting children and youth (and you!) during this legislative session and then will go across the street to see our
legislature in action in the Capitol. This is the perfect opportunity to meet your legislators, talk to them about what matters
to you and have lunch with them. The Cobb | egislators nm
the opportunity to talk to all of them and ask your que
legislator!

We hope students will attend too. The legislators enjoy spending time hearing what is on the minds of their constituents,
especially the younger ones. Every legislator has it on his calendar, add it to yours today and register to attend.
Information is available on the Georgia PTA website: www.georgiapta.org.

National

PTA

everychild.onevoice.

eet
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Environmental/Recycling Club

Happy Holidays from the
Environmental Club: Our first
meeting was held on
Tuesday, November 20.
What a great Turnout! We
had 2 teachers, 3 volunteer
parents and 11 students from
all three grades in attendance.
The focus of our first meeting
was making recycling containers for paper,
collecting the paper to be taken in to recycling
centers and discussion of future projects for the
Club. The students made the paper recycling
containers and distributed them throughout the
school. A volunteer parent, Chara Bohan plans
to pick up the paper every 2 weeks and deliver it
to the recycling center. We recycle paper, help
with planting, and will be looking at other ways to
make a positive impact on our environment.

Our meeting time has been changed to the last
Wednesday of every month beginning in January.
Our January meeting will be held on

Wednesday, January 30th at 8:15 am in Mrs.
Bar k| BGrads Science class. We look
forward to seeing you at our next meeting!

Dodgen Book Club

The Dodgen Book Club held its second
meeting on December 6" to discuss the
book Song of the Sparrow by Lisa Ann
Sandell. Returning members shared their
interpretation of this refreshing adaptation
of the King Arthur legend.

We are looking to
expand our group
and feel that next
mont hés bog
selection, The Golden
Compass by Philip
Pullman, will certainly entice newcomers to join
us. Our next meeting is Thursday, January
24™ 4:15-5:15 in the Media Center. As always,
refreshments will be served. For more
information please contact Dana Olsen at
danaolsenl@comcast.net.

Panther Fun Night

(Formerly Ni ght

January 25th
6:30 - 8:30pm

A fun filled evening of activity
and dinner for our
students only.

Dodgen

Not to be missed!

a

Detailed information for both events will be available shortly on the
school website and through the e-message system.

Get The Scoop
nd MoRmsodgensnho
Night

February 26th
7:00 pm
An evening for the whole family of

music, clubs, and arts showcasing the
incredible talents of our students.

Reserve the date for this very
important night.
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The Dodgen Science Fair has come to an exciting end.
All students that entered the fair should be very proud of themselves and their work.

Our esteemed judges selected the following students for First Place and to go onto the
Cobb/Paulding Science Fair:

Jessica Jang - Test of Bridges

Alexis Ferruccio - Peanut Power

Michelle Jeng 0 Organic Plastics

Brian Sullivan 8 What a Blast

Tatum Barbaree 0 Permanently Permanent

Jennifer Winther - Effect of Air Temperature on Athletic Performance
Mackalie Davidson & Water Colored Carnations

Hana Oberst @ Auto Collision and Seatbelt Dummies

KellyHuban -1 8 m Burning Up

Carolyn Weihsmann - Insulation Creation

Our Second Place Winners are: Claire Belay, Nikki Hallacy, Austin Cole, Jacob Murphey, Lei
Zhang, Katherine Boda, Daniel Beldin, and Jordan Sanders

Congratulations to all of our emerging scientist!

Science Olympiad

Debbie Amodeo traveled with 34 Dodgen Science Olympiad students to
the Science Olympiad County Competition on December 8th. The students
earned twenty 1st, 2nd & 3rd place medals! Some of the events th
competed in included anatomy, meteorology, metric mastery, (’7

3
oceanography, reach for the stars & balloon launched v
glider. The team will travel to Peachtree City at the end of
January for their 2nd competition of the school year.
Congratulations Team!




