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It's hard to believe it is November already! Thstfguarter of the school year is
done and the second one well under way. It isttiveg of the year when we all
give thanks for the people in our lives. As Co-Rfests of Dodgen PTSA we areg
thankful for all the people who volunteer their &#irand energy working together
to make Dodgen the wonderful school it is.

Our volunteers have been very busy the last carfpi@onths. We have had 6th
and 7th grade dances, a Book Fair and Red RibbakWee had our
Environmental Committee do a Fall Clean Up. Oud8tu Recognition
Committee has created a rewards card for our PatisiHonor Roll and Honor
Roll students which will come home soon. Planniag heen going on for Dodgen
Gives Back Day and a Health Fair is in the worksMarch. The Appropriations
Committee has taken care of its first round of esjsl for materials and supplies
to support the students and faculty. We supporfFtbeat Office and Media Centef
with our volunteers and our Copy Crew is alwaysyb¥®lunteers send out our
Emessages and update the Outdoor Signs and ptitéogieis Dodgen Dateline
Newsletter. Our Executive Committee and Board @€Ciors attend meetings and
do a wonderful job working together. We have so ynagople Working Together
and we are thankful for each and every one.

We hope that the months of November and Decembpex aionderful time for all
of our Dodgen families. Enjoy the Band, Orchestrd @horus concerts. Enjoy the
change of the seasons and the winter break. Amdk ty@u for your continued
support.

Marge Cavitt & Clairevon Nixon
PTSA Co-Presidents
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Dear Dodgen Families,

In the October Dateline, | mentioned that we analgata from various assessments of
student performance. Since that publication, weelthsaggregated the data in an effor
to determine the areas in which we need to impraweas extremely pleased with
many of the results, and | wanted to share thein you- please pay special attention t.
theincreasein the number of students wieaceededhe standards on the CRCT from 2007- 2011:

Math:
2007-2008 2010-2011
Meets: 40% Meets: 31%
*Exceeds: 54% *Exceeds: 67%
Total Meeting/Exceeding: 94% Total Meeting/Exceeding: 98%
English/Language Arts
2007-2008 2010-2011
Meets: 43% Meets: 32%
*Exceeds: 56% *Exceeds: 68%
Total Meeting/Exceeding: 99% Total Meeting/Exceeding: 100%
Science
2007-2008 2010-2011
Meets: 50% Meets: 41%
*Exceeds: 41% *Exceeds: 55%
Total Meeting/Exceeding: 91% Total Meeting/Exceeding: 96%
Social Studies
2007-2008 2010-2011
Meets: 55% Meets: 30%
*Exceeds: 33% *Exceeds: 66%
Total Meeting/Exceeding: 88%
Total Meeting/Exceeding: 96%

While our writing scores are to be commended, @886 of our 8 grade students meeting/exceeding standards,
76% of our students met the standard in 2010-2@#loaly 22% exceeded. One of our school goals isdee
more students from meeting standards to exceettimglards on the8grade writing test. PTSA has provided
resources to our staff, and our professional legrhias been planned to support these goals.

Needless to say, we are very pleased with ourdssits, but we know we need to continue to hagh hi
expectations for all students. Our staff will coni to deliver relevant and rigorous instructicwell as
provide opportunities for students to be engagetieir learning.

As always, we appreciate your support for all weldmpe everyone has a wonderful Thanksgiving!

For kids,

November 2011
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Attendance Tips for Parents

When should | allow my student to miss school?
As a general rule of thumb, children should onlyabsent in cases of illness or emergency. Absehoe$o
shopping trips, special vacations, etc. shouldvogdad, as they will be considered unexcused alesenc

What can | do to prevent my student from missing dtool?
Make sure they understand the importance of gaedd@ince and punctuality, be a role model
Take an interest in their education - ask aboubasiclvork and encourage them to get involved in sthc
activities
Discuss any problems they may have at school fnmtbeir teacher about anything serious
Not letting them take time off school for minorraénts - particularly those which would not prevent
you from going to work
Establish a routine — make sure they have theirdvaork done, classroom materials together and
clothes laid out before school as well as help nsake they get enough sleep so they are well regged
in the morning
Praise your child when he/she exhibits good attecela

Working together, we can make a difference! Pléatsme know if you have any questions, | am happy
assist | can be reached ledren.schwartz@cobbk12.orgKaren Schwartz, School Social Worker

Order Scholastic Books through Monday, November 14

Have them delivered to the school and sent homER&E!! Go towww.scholastic.com/
schoolbookfairand locate Dodgen Middle School and place youerordll orders will ship to the school
for free when the online book fair ends on NovenikkerWhat an easy way to do holiday shopping!
Thank you for supporting Dodgen’s Book Fair.

November 2011
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ATTENDANCE 411 from the School Social Worker

The Cobb County School District has establishedva protocol to monitor and address student attecelan
The Compulsory Attendance Law for the state of @eorequires that all students ages 6-15 be redjtirat-
tend school. You can view relevant sections efllw on the CCSD website atip://www.cobbk12.org/
centraloffice/adminrules/J Rules/Form%20JE-1 Eng.do

In order to monitor this, as well as to supportlstuts, parents and teachers, the school systesstadished a
protocol which involves new timelines and threslsdiol contact with students, parents and/or guasdidt is
designed to address unexcused absences and pnagol& school attendance. The following charaitet
quick look at the revisions:
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Please remember that Excused absearesdefined by law in the State Board of EducaRaites (per Cobb
Regulation JB). Absences from school are excusethé following:
When personally ill and attendance in school wardanger their health or the health of others
When there is a serious illness or death in theediate family
On special and recognized religious holidays olesby their faith
When mandated by order of governmental agencies.

Please note that documentation regarding the redeothe child’s absence must be received withitas.
Also, the principal may ask for additional medioalother documentation to verify that absencesacesed,
particularly when more than three (3) absences baea accumulated during the semester.

In summary, it is always best practice to senddoetor's note when your child has been out siak sgen
their pediatrician.All absences, including religious holidays, must lm@axpanied by a note from the parent pr
guardian regarding the reason for the absencetaCoiaren Schwartz, School Social Worker at
karen.schwartz@cobbk12.org
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Health Fair

The Dodgen Faculty & PTSA are launching a

Health Fair on Thursday, March, 1, 2012. The purt

pose of the fair is to provide information to the-s
dents, parents and staff on activities and informat
tion that promote health and wellness.

If you know of any local establishments or commy

nity organizations that would be willing to partici
pate, please contact the committee:
health.youthservices@dodgenptsa.ofdpere will
also be a Health Fair planning meeting on Thurs
day, November 17th @ 8 am for anyone who is
interested.
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CHADD MEETING INFORMATION

Sometimes life with an ADHD child can be challerggiryou may have other children who don’t underdtahy
their brother or sister does the things they dom€ hear Jessi Henneghan, a child, adolescentanily therapist,
discuss how ADHD affects siblings. The meetind i@ held on November 15, 2011 at the Walton Highdsl

Media Center from 7:00-8:30 p.m. Contact informat- Cappie atast-cobb@chadd.net

December 1% Let's Talk: Parent Support Group Meeting at WhalHigh School Media Center, 7-8:30 p.m. This

is an opportunity to discuss relevant issues reggrlDHD in a support group type setting.

East Side Elementary Exceptional Children’s Conmaritind the East Cobb Satellite of CHADD preseneNfkr-
kins on December 15 from 6-7:30 p.m. in the Eadé &lafeteria. His topic is Ownership, Cooperatind Self-
Advocacy-Strategies for success that address exedunctioning difficulties. Mr. Perkins is theipcipal of an
elementary school in Cobb County and the father dfild who is diagnosed with AD/HD and Tourettéte uses
his experiences to help others understand how tivenchildren to invest in positive, preventativedaigh yield
strategies that address executive functioningatiffies and increase self-advocacy. His messaigepgomote inde-
pendence and self-esteem that will result in redyconflict for children and the adults who caretfeem, and

strengthen the ties within families.
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PTA Media Resources

Internet and cell phone messaging systems aredfalsicing telephones as the preferred mode of conuation and
commerce. Unfortunately, with this change comeaased dangers from cyber bullies, predators, dyleér, and other
criminals. The most vulnerable to these dangerslaitdren. PTA.org offers several Parent Guideslfo and Video
SafetyandInternet Safety Topics include:

Watching Movies with Your Children

Proper TV Viewing Habits for Children
Exergames: Fitness through Video Games
Video Game Safety Strategies

Reducing Kids' Screen Time

Safety for Adolescents' Online Social Networking
Cell Phone Safety Tips

Parent Strategy for Internet Safety

Visit PTA.org or follow the links above to learn necon media safety and today’s technology.

November 2011
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The Appropriations Committee

The Appropriations Committee was budgeted, in excé$13,000 this year, thanks to the generos-
ity of the parents, students and teachers who pgethPTSA memberships this year. The Commit-
tee met for the first time this year on Septeml®&t ZFor the first meeting, we had 25 requests, to-
taling over $24,000. Of these requests, three wenged, four were tabled and two requests were
combined — so that, seventeen were approved alyddnded. These requests totaled $9,112.91 in
funds that were allocated, leaving almost $4,00QHe remaining two meetings this year.

The following requests were approved:

$1690 for new books for Literacy Applications irettlifferent subject matter and for
some CD'’s for the remedial readers in some clasdésallocated some additional
money here in order to purchase the more subst#@otizad and glued versions of the
books, in the hopes that they last longer tharp#perback books.

$1995 for a site license for alf'@rade science teachers and students for an ititerac
website called Learning Gizmos.

$1399 for additional playaways for the media centslt students will have access, but
these are primarily beneficial to the remedial negagtudents.

$1235 for 10 Ti-Nspire calculators that allow irtetive data manipulation fof"&rade
math students.

$600 for a Non-Smoking program for all graders.

$539 for an additional class set of Desk Atlases.

$500 for an additional 25 headsets to be storéderibrary for class check-outs.
$410 for additional/replacement equipment f8rgBade science.

$317 for § grade Social Studies materials that are designeelp students increase
their higher order thinking skills.

$232 for a lockable/moveable clinic cart to stdrelent medications.

$193 to purchase 2 Educational Insights Wirelegsspgert systems with an additional 12
pods, which allows at least 2 classes to use thtesyat any given time. This is an in-
teractive buzzer system that provide the teachéhsaxfun way to test the students’
knowledge in a subject.

and $63.32 for sentence strips and easel pad dbaf® grade
Language Arts.

The next Appropriations Meeting will be held in Nowmber.

November 2011



! [ 1] O 1 1
" $% /| & *
1 $& * 0* .' O &&* ###$ " $ O
*$(% L1 &+ 2 3& 2
#HHHS % &S
/| & *
) e
o . . #H#$ "$ $ $&0
* * 2
HH#HS % $
1 & *
# 2
+ X g #H#HS% $
1 2
* &*
$ % & 5 %&$
* Rk + % & 5 % &%
3 & 3B %E&ES
#& 5 &S
" 14 2 3&
)
. /$l

Dodgen Middle School—Georgia School of Excellence

Vision Statement:
All children will receive the respect, encouragemeand opportunities they need to build the knogkedskills,
and attitudes to be successful, contributing membea global society.

For the latest information on Dodgen PTSA, pleas¥seribe
to the e-message at:
http://www.dodgenptsa.org/e-news.html




