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From ethesPTSA Co-Presidents:
Learning Today . . . Leading Tomorrow

Wow, what a busy couple of weeks we have had writing reports of all the amazing
programs and events the PTSA supports at Dodgen Middle School. The Outstandin
Local Unit report is on our website www.dodgenptsa.org on the page
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see what is accomplished at Dodgen all thanks to our parent donations and our pare

and student volunteers. We have had a great year, and it is not over yet, even though

there are only 9 weeks of school left!
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Sandra Hausman who came up with great ways to celebrate our faculty and staff on
daily basis during this time. The highlight of the week was a special luncheon on the
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Wednesday, with food prepared by many parent volunteers; our thanks are extended to

all of them as well. We can report that many teachers approached us to convey their
¥
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Theresea Tipton and Vice President, Sandra Hausman who really stepped in at the |
minute to organize this event. We are very grateful to the band, orchestra, chorus,

spring production, various clubs and especially our parent and student volunteers wik
worked together to make this a successful evening. It was wonderful to see so many
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our rising &' grade students from our five feeder schools who were all personally invited

to attend and get their first experience of Dodgen. We also had a great turn out of d
who had the task of scooping ice cream, and a fine job they did too!
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Executive Board for next year. Additionally, we will be looking for many Committee
Chairpersons for next year; this is a great time for parents to pitch in and take a lead
role in your PTSA. Please let us know if you are interested in working with us in a sy
area or have a talent you would like to share. We have sent home in this edition a
volunteer sign up sheet with a comprehensive list of all the committees that are avail
for you to work on. Please check against any positions you are interested in and ret
&He ¥ofnf with your student. Alternatively you can go to our website
www.dodgenptsa.org and sign up online. We would like to fill every committee posit
with CeChairs and a Student Chairperson to keep on our task of deepening our
leadership. Our committed parents, dedicated teachers and motivated students arg
what make Dodgen such a great school. We need your help to keep it that way. Plg
contact Sue Rogers, PTSARCesident at cgpresident@dodgenptsa.org if you have any
guestions.
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From The Principal

On Febrwuary 26, 2008, the PTSA sponsore
Dodgeno night . The main idea behind" th
grade students the variety of activities available to them at Dodgen. What a great
evening! Our theatre was packed with a standing-room-only crowd. The audience
enjoyed performances by our choral, band, and orchestra programs, as well as a brief
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performance by the cast of our spring pt
;

or the Night They Missed the Forest fo

| cannot tell you how truly blessed | feel to be principal at Dodgen Middle School. As |
stood before the packed house on AScoop
dilemma. | had but three minutes to welcome the students and their parents. | had to
fight back the urge to ramble on and on about the many opportunities available to
students at Dodgen; many of which are unique to our school. | wanted to thank the
teachers and staff who volunteer for the extra duty of sponsoring the variety of clubs
and activities. Had | more time | might have mentioned that having an actual drama/
theatre teacher on staff, as we do at Dodgen, is unique. We decided to add theatre to
the connections curriculum this year. It has been a rewarding experience to witness
the confidence possessed by students as they perform skits and monologues during
the instructional day. Our program provides performance opportunities for students be-
yond the traditional annual spring production that is limited to a relative few. Had |
more time | might have bragged about our newly formed chess tournament team that
placed 3" in their first ever regional competition. Perhaps | would have mentioned that
we are one of the few middle schools in the state and/or country to boast having an
equestrian riding club. | might have spent more time talking about how 89% of our 8™
grade students performed at a proficient level on the state technology exam. Oh, by
the way, that was the highest percentage of any middle school in Cobb County. |
probably would have spent some time describing why | believe that this excellent
proficiency score was no fluke.

Speaking of technology, allow me to elaborate just a bit. Dodgen teachers and staff
embrace technology and effectively utilize it as an instructional tool. Our most
effective staff development occurs as a result of our teachers learning from each other.
When a new resource or strategy is discovered, teachers share with their colleagues.
Keeping up with advances in technology has required careful and deliberate planning.
Did you know, for example, that students at Dodgen have the luxury of grade level
labs? These three spaces were designed a few years ago during the construction
project to be teacher offices. Teachers unselfishly decided it was more important to
utilize the space for technology labs for students.

As | mentioned earlier, | could go on. Actually I do 1 check out my web log:
www.dodgenms.typepad.com/notes_from_mr_snells_offi/

Sincerely,

Jim Snell
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Wednesday, April 23 - Friday, May 2

Students in sixth, seventh, and eight grades will take the Criterion Referenced
Competency Tests (CRCT) beginning April 23rd. Students will be assessed on how
well they have learned the content standards for their grade level in five content areas
(Reading, English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies). All
tests are multiple choice and will provide both the school and the parent with
important information about the strengths and weaknesses of students in core
academic areas. Eighth graders must pass reading and math for promotion to

ninth grade.

It is important that your child be to school on time each testing day. Students will not
be allowed to enter the testing room once testing has begun. Students usually
perform best when they take the test in a familiar environment. If students are absent
or tardy, make-up sessions may be administered by the counselor or other certified
personnel that may not be your studento

Pl ease make sure your c¢child gets a good
day of the test. Students will need to bring several non-mechanical #2 pencils.

Parent Support Strategies Healthy Snack ldeas
4 Schedule appointments on non-testing days ) )
4 Gather available test preparation material 4 fresh or dried fruit
4 Encourage your child to take responsibility for 4 Veggies
homework and class study. ]
4 See that your child is rested and eats breakfast 4 rice cakes
4 Encourage your child to do the best work possible 4 popcorn
4 Do not send your child to school if illness is apparent 4 baked tortilla ChipS
4Have real i stic expectatilons of your chil dbs
performance while encouraging his/her best effort 4 pretZGlS
j Examine all tests reports sent home 4 low-fat cheese
Praise your childbs testilng st,rengths nd make a pl ar
to address identified weaknesses 4 Cer%al ancfcrackers
4

Emphasize that test scores do not determine a
personds worth From the Center for Science in the Public Interest
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The second Dodgen PTSA Appropriations Committee Meeting this year was held on February 4, 2008. There were
nine requests this time and $2,504.72 of requests were approved, while only one request was denied and one tabled
until the last meeting of the year.

The items approved by the Committee are as follows:

2 pair of louvered shutters for the Guidance Department, requested by Jane Burgess at a cost of $103.83.

A book, Blowing Way the State Writing Assessment, requested by Dianne Averett  and cost $27.95 to
purchase.

$480 to pay for the last two session of the Healthwise program for 6 ™ and & 7th grade students, requested by
Roberta Fletcher . The grant that previously paid for this program has ended.

Various 8" grade science laboratory equipment, requested by Debbie Amodeo and Jeff Miller totaling
$603.61.

A pair of 24 inch multi-game standards to be used for volleyball, badminton, tetherball and tennis, requested by
Shell Spatch and costing $569.99.

2 subscriptions to Quia(Quintessential Instructional Archive) on-line program, requested by Erica Watford and
Joan Eaton , at a cost of $98. This will be a pilot program to see how well the software is utilized. It includes
online activities, testing tools and quizzes in more than 150 categories.

60 copies of an 8" grade social studies workbook, The Georgia Experience.requested by Cindy Testa , resulting
in a $606.06 expenditure.

To date, $5,407.36 of the $8,000 budgeted has been appropriated. This leaves us $2,592.64 for the last round of
requests to be discussed and voted on, in April.

MARCH MADNESS
SPIRIT WEAR SALE!

Hooded sweatshirts and long sleeve T-shirts are on clearance. Limited sizes and quantities are
available. Stop by the school store to get yours today or fill out the form below to get your order
delivered to you homeroom.

Hooded Sweatshirts Long Sleeve T -shirts
Clearance Price $15 Clearance Price $10

Free short sleeve T -shirt if you purchase a
Hooded Sweatshirt and Long Sleeve Fshirt combo for $25.

*Hooded Sweatshirt $15.00 (Reg. $20.) size:
*Long sleeve T-shirt $10.00(Reg. $14.) size:

*Combo: Hoodie & Long Sleeve get a FREE short sleeve
(Reg .price 3 combo items $44.00)sale $25.00 size:

Name

Grade Homeroom Teacher

Phone # E -mall

Amount Enclosed $ cash check #
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AMAZING!!!

Is theoneword that | would use to descrit
theteachers of ourperforming arts, our
talented students,thestudent and parent
volunteers theteacher and parent
sponsersof our many clubsand the tireles
PTSA leaders along with theustodians
here aDodgen!!

NnGet The Scoop Wasal
great success becauseyolir passion to do
everything with excellence!

THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU DO!
YOU ARE AMAZING!

Sincerely,

Theresea Tipton
Chairperson
NnGet The Scoop On
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