Notes from the Dodgen New Parent ‘Tea’ 
August 27, 9:30 a.m. ALT lab
Stephanie Holden – PTSA Parent/Family Involvement chair
The Dodgen PTSA Parent/Family Involvement Committee welcomes you and hopes you will get involved at Dodgen.  If you have any questions please email us at parentinvolvement@dodgenptsa.org.
Robin Lattizori and Mr. Wilkes – Principal and Assistant Principal
Students use the agenda to write down assignments, use as a hall pass and pass for entering the building early to attend study sessions.  They must carry it at all times when they are out of their classrooms. Teachers must sign the agenda the day before a student arrives early for a study session or the student will not be allowed to the classroom. The front of the agenda contains the student handbook.  Parents and students should read the handbook as it contains important information. 
The Cobb County discipline policy is in the agenda.  1,200 students attend Dodgen.  Discipline is important to maintain an environment in which students can learn. The administration needs the support of parents when disciplinary action is required.  ‘In School Suspension’ (ISS) and ‘Out of School Suspension’ (OSS) are two ways to discipline students.  These are for more serious issues.  The administration can only discuss discipline about your child, not about other students. 
The Cobb County dress code is described in the agenda and is strictly enforced.  Students should be respectful and not wear summer clothing or anything that distracts from school. Some examples are torn jeans or pants, low rise pants with underwear showing, skirts more than 2 inches above the knee and tank tops.  A shorter skirt with leggings is not allowed.  Coach Wilkes deals with boys who violate the dress code and Mrs. Dukes and Mrs. Wilson, deal with girls. There have not been many issues with the dress code this year.

Connections classes for 6th graders will always be 3rd and 4th periods. For 7th it is 1st and 2nd periods and 8th it is 6th and 7th periods.  After the end of the second week grading period, 7th and 8th grade schedule will reverse. 
Communicate with teachers through email and have your children read teacher blogs.  These should have given out at Open House.  If you don’t have an email, access it on the Dodgen website under “Faculty emails”. 

Carpool lines have been moving quickly.  Please pull up as far to the front of the line as possible to keep traffic moving.  School ends at 4:15 and carpool is usually finished by 4:40.

There are many clubs that meet before school starts at 8:15 a.m.  Students need a pass to get into the building before school starts.  Intramurals are non-competitive sports that are also played before school starts.  Students must dress out.  The schedule is posted on a bulletin board in the gym.  If a student has a question about the schedule they can discuss it with a P.E. coach. 
Pinnicle is the Cobb County program for parents and students to view assignments, grades and attendance.  If you did not receive a user name and password at Open House, you may get one from the office. You will need a picture ID. 
Jane Burgess - 6th grade Professional School Counselor, School Counseling Department
The School Counseling Department goes into classrooms to teach students ways to be successful in school according to Cobb County standards.   They also help students learn about various careers. You may access this site at home, but please use the student’s password assigned at school.

Sue Klodnicki - Teacher of the Year and Media Center specialist 
Please use the Dodgen website as it has many useful tools (http://www.cobbk12.org/Dodgen/). Each teacher has a blog which parents and students should read daily/weekly.  You may access the Dodgen PTSA site, Pinnicle, the Cobb County library and other resources from the site.  The media center has an informative page including book reviews, lexile information and media center policies (see “Resources” on the home page).
Lynne Murphy – PTSA President
Dodgen PTSA is a “Parent Teacher Student Association” and encourages students to join. There are numerous committees we encourage parents to get involved in including ‘SMART’ (Science, Math, Art, Reading, and Technology) Fair held the day before winter break, the School Store which sells school supplies and Spirit Wear most days from 8:15-8:45 and is located across from the cafeteria, ‘Scoop Night’ to experience the Orchestra, Band and Chorus and eat ice cream afterwards, and Parent Involvement monthly breakfasts at La Madeline to meet other parents.  Sign up for e-messages on the Dodgen PTSA website.  You will receive the Dateline newsletter every other month by the mail. You may buy Spirit Wear for PE classes. It’s not required, but nice to have. The Calendar is very important and you need to buy it to know what is happening at Dodgen.  If you haven’t joined PTSA, want to get involved and haven’t filled out a volunteer form, please check the Dodgen PTSA website (http://www.dodgenptsa.org/) 
Lara Rogers - front office volunteer coordinator
The bell schedule is on the Dodgen website home page. Please check your children’s schedule when making appointments to minimize learning disruption.  Lara handed out an information sheet to advise parents what to do when a child’s absent, tardy, procedures to leave early, how to get homework when absent, and what to do if a student forgets something.  It will be posted on the Dodgen PTSA website shortly.
Mary Ortland – Please fill out Cobb County Medication for JLCD 1 and JLCD 2 for students to carry OTC medication.  OTC medication is allowed but students must have a form on file with the nurse.  Prescription medication may be carried by the student or kept in the nurse’s office with a form on file.  All medication must be picked up at the end of school or it will be destroyed.  Forms may be found on the Cobb County School District website at http://www.cobbk12.org/ or call the nurse.
