Dodgen MS PTSA General Session Minutes

Tuesday, Aug. 26th and Thursday, Aug. 28th, 6:30PM

Dodgen Middle School Theatre

Attendance:  A quorum was present.

Welcome:  Lynne Murphy thanked everyone for coming.  She also thanked the many volunteers who had provided the Welcome Back Breakfast, worked Panther Day, and worked the front office.  Lynne also noted that dinner had been provided for the teachers and administration on the days of Open House.

Introductions:  Lynne introduced the rest of the Executive Committee, Sue Rogers, Susan Sanders, Jacqui Willey, Libby Patton, Kim Fry, Kim Smith, and Maureen Bramblett.

Minutes:  Maureen stated that the minutes had been posted and asked for any corrections or additions.  There were none.  Maureen made a motion to accept the minutes as posted.  There was a second and it was unanimously approved by the General Session.

Treasurer’s Report:  Kim Smith stated that the June 30th Annual Financial Report had been completed.  The audit for the previous fiscal year had also been completed, and the books were found to be correct and in good order.  Kim motioned to adopt the audit report and file it with the permanent records.  It was seconded and unanimously approved by the General Session.  

Kim then presented the proposed budget for the current school year.  Kim noted that this budget had already been reviewed and approved by the Dodgen PTSA Board of Directors, and it was now being presented to the General Session.  Kim motioned for this budget to be adopted as presented.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved by the General Session.

Kim then reported that the current fiscal year began with a reconciled balance of $11,853.62.  Deposits have been made in the amount of $56,120.50 and expenditures of ($23,335.74) for a current balance of $44,638.38.  Kim asked if there were any questions; there were none.

Student Representative:  Lynne Murphy stated that the Dodgen MS PTSA motto was “Learning Today…Leading Tomorrow” and explained that the “s” in PTSA was for the students who are able to be members and volunteers of the PTSA.  She then introduced Jake Wachtel, this year’s student representative to the PTSA.  Jake gave a power point presentation that showed examples of committees that were available to join depending on interests and availability.  Jake talked about Book Fair where you organize and sell books to benefit the school library; Dances where students like to dance, have contests, and eat; SMART Fair where people speak about their jobs and volunteers also help with lunch.  Jake concluded by saying that committees are a great way to meet people and have fun.  Sue Rogers thanked Jake for a great job and for showing that students can take a leading role.  She also reminded everyone that students who volunteer can count these hours for Beta Club requirements. 

PTSA Involvement:  Sue Rogers encouraged everyone to visit the PTSA website and visit the volunteer page.  Committees are listed there as well as current committee chairs.  Sue reminded everyone that they may have something to share with PTSA, and that the Executive Committee e-mail addresses are also listed on the website.  Sue noted that PTSA order forms were available on the table outside the theatre.  They include the order for directory, calendar, and membership.  The deadline for information to be included in the directory is Sept. 15th and the top portion of the order form must be filled out to be included in the directory.  The forms should be turned in tonight to Stephanie Wilson at the table or put in the white PTSA box at the front hall of the school before Sept. 15th.  Sue reminded everyone that PTSA does not do fundraisers; PTSA asks for any donation to help fund the PTSA programs.  Sue noted that many companies have a company matching program for donations, such as Coke and GE.  Sue stated that corporate businesses may also purchase membership in the PTSA, and this year’s goal is 25 business memberships.  Sue encouraged everyone to pick up a sheet with the Publix tag and the Kroger bar code; shopping for groceries gives a percentage of the money directly to Dodgen Middle School.  Sue reported that last year $1,629 was received from Publix and $825 from Kroger.

Newsletter:  Sue reported that the Sept. newsletter would be mailed out to homes next week.  There will be four more newsletters this year.  The newsletter is also posted on the website.  Sue reminded everyone that the PTSA website is also where you need to sign up for e-messages.  Both the newsletter and e-messages are used by the faculty to communicate with parents.
Legislature:  Karen Hallacy, legislative chair,  reminded everyone to mark Sept 16th on their calendar.  This is the day for voting on SPLOST III, the Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax.  Residents of Cobb County can also vote early at the Lower Roswell Government Center on Sept. 8th – 12th during regular business hours.  Handouts were available that itemized what the SPLOST III money would mean to Dodgen MS and its feeder schools.  Additional information is available on the Cobb County Schools website.  
Adjourned:  Sue adjourned the meeting at 6:45.   
